
Indians and the Internet



Network of Computers

Contacting computers around the world



Or connection your local area





Your Internet Connection can
come from
•                     Land lines

•      Microwaves

• Satellites



Important dates in historyImportant dates in history

• 1958-63 MIT
develops remote
computer signals

• 1955 Relocation of
American Indians to
Urban areas
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Important dates in historyImportant dates in history

• 1958-63 MIT
develops remote
computer signals

• 1973  DARPAnet
deployed

• 1979 First MUD
developed

• 1997 network hosts
greater than 10,000

• 1955 Relocation of
American Indians to
Urban areas

• 1974 Indian Finance
Act

• 1978 Indian Child
Welfare Act

• 1998 NAGPRA
Native American Graves Protection

and Repatriation Act



What is  important about the
history of the Internet to
Native Americans?
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Household Telephone Penetration Gap
 By Race/Origin
 1997 vs. 1998
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Indian Reservations



No Cell Coverage



No Coverage on Indian Reservations



Tribal Colleges and Internet2



What are our challenges to
accomplishing our goals?

ACCESS



Equal Access

Equal
Equal

Equal



Telephone Penetrations
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Prices of T-1 lines
per month

• N ew York      $400

• Santa Fe              $1800

• Kasigluk, Alaska $4200

   56 kb



Equal Access

Equal
Equal

Equal



N O T







CONTENT



W e decide what is important
to be on the Internet

W e decide what is important
to be on the Internet





A N ew Day

N ew Tools

for

O ld W ays



The Internet: A powerful
tool

• we can be our own authors

• we can define ourselves in our own
voice

• we can live on our landbase



W e can be our own authors



we can define ourselves in
our own voice



we can live on our landbase



N EW  TO O LS

To serve our own
purposes

Internet computers

technology











Content Areas

• Language preservation
• Cultural curriculum
• Virtual Museums
• Economic Development
• Tribal Politics





Language
Preservation



language.htm



hello
Ya
    at
        eeh

Y1’1t’44h



GOOD MORNING
Ya
    at
        eeh
              a
                 bin
                       i

Ya’1t’44h
‘ab7n7



Comanche Vocabulary
Recognition

Thanks
Geneva Navarro

for vocals



















Cultural Curriculum





Parent Ideas
for Modules

NETC
Star Schools



















Museum of Indian Arts and
Culture

Virtual
M useum





A Navajo Artist

Photographer
Monty Roessel



Economic Development









POLICY



POLICY FOR TRIBES

• United State Policy
• Tribal Nations Policy



Native Americans go to
Washington

Unfortunately
Native Americans must still educate

government agencies about our
•  point of view
•  our customs
•  our sense of  the sacred
•  our sense of honor



Native Americans file opinions
with the FCC

• LEAP-IT
– Legal Education Assistance Program for Indian Tribes

– telecommunications Legal Assistance to all
tribes

– para legal training
– Indian Law students internships
– legal assistance in starting phone companies
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KnowledgeKnowledge
• NITI Bake-off
• Assessment of

telephone and Internet
services for Native
Americans

• Coming in Spring 2001
www.niti.net/bake-off



Tribal Policy Development

• Service Quality
• Consumer Rights
• Expanded Local Calling Area
• Development of Points of Presence
• Reassess Right of Way agreements
• Taxation of Spectrum crossing tribal lands





What do Indians do with
Technology?

• Preserve their languages
• Develop Tourism on the Internet
• Advertise Native Products
• Conduct Political Campaigns
• Create Culturally relevant Curriculum









National Indian
Telecommunications Institute

www.niti.org


